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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT — ELECTORATE STAFF 

Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [10.00 pm]: I rise tonight to speak about a matter of concern to 
me and I am sure to many, if not all, of the members in this house, and that relates to the resources that are 
provided to members of Parliament by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet; namely, our staffing. I would 
like to start by quoting from the Parliamentary Office Handbook released in December 2012 under the section 
“Relief Staffing Arrangements”. The paragraph headed “Electorate and Research Officers” reads — 

The Department of the Premier and Cabinet dedicates significant resources maintaining Electorate 
Offices and, as such, they should be adequately staffed at all times. It is in the interests of each Member 
to ensure that their Electorate Office is open and available for constituents, either by phone or in person. 
In recognition of this requirement employment of relief staff is permitted in Electorate Offices. 

On 31 July, at 24 minutes to five in the afternoon, we received a circular from Mr Peter Conran, director general 
of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, and I quote from this circular, which reads — 

The provision of relief to electorate staff has traditionally been provided for any absences. DPC was 
funded with additional FTE and resources to meet this need. With the introduction of Research Officers 
into PEOs in 1997, firstly at 0.4 FTE and then a full FTE in 2005 the relief factor was extended to cover 
the Research Officer position. However the resourcing for the full provision for FTE and the salary to 
provide relief when staff were absent was never fully provided, which leads to a structural problem in 
the PEO employee expenses (salary and on costs) being met. When relief is provided for any absence 
less than four weeks in electorate offices, a casual loading of 20% is paid in accordance with the award 
provisions. 

In the current climate this is no longer considered sustainable and any relief to be provided for short 
periods of less than four weeks (20 continuous working days) will now need to be administered by 
individual electorate offices with no additional costs to be met by DPC.  

This brings me to my next point, which is a rather an interesting one in light of these budget cuts. Earlier this 
year, on 17 May, in The West Australian online, we learned — 

Salary costs for the Government’s 218 staffers working in the office of Premier Colin Barnett and 
16 ministers have grown $578,916 compared with before the election.  

Nearly half of that has been snaffled by 10 senior people, including ministerial chiefs of staff, 
Mr Barnett’s director of government strategy Narelle Cant and director of government media 
Dixie Marshall. 

It makes the words in that circular a little hard to believe when we can find money within the tight fiscal 
restraints of the budget to pay that sort of money to our ministerial staff and then send this letter, with no notice 
and no consultation, to members of Parliament, effective immediately, to say that our relief staffing component 
has been cut due to the fiscal constraints of the budget. Just to add further insult to the situation, an ABC online 
article posted 12 August 2013 stated — 

A spokeswoman for the Department says it will not lead to offices having to close.  

This is rather an absurd statement, and it just goes to show that staff within the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet who provide services to members clearly have no understanding of the role of a member of Parliament 
and how important it is to have our electorate staff available to us. None of my National Party colleagues in this 
place, Hon Col Holt, Hon Jacqui Boydell, Hon Paul Brown and Hon Dave Grills, have the opportunity to have 
both of their electorate staff within their primary and only office. In fact, because we service such large regions, 
we have remote offices or privately funded offices, or simply because of the availability of staff, we might not be 
able to find two FTEs in the one location.  

So the notion that we are able to maintain open offices from nine to five is simply not true. For members in the 
other place, some members who represent large districts have an entitlement to two electorate offices according 
to that same Parliamentary Office Handbook. If we have an entitlement to two electorate offices, we do not get 
any additional staff, so I am very interested to know how the Department of the Premier and Cabinet can explain 
to us how we keep those offices open on a full-time basis while it is cutting that staffing allocation. I think that 
this is probably an issue in a range of issues that are of concern, and I think that the manner in which this issue 
has come to the fore is probably what is most concerning.  

I do not want to speak on behalf of my National Party colleagues, but from the people I have spoken to from 
across the political parties over the last week, I think that there is growing concern about the services provided 
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by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet to members of Parliament, and that there is a desire from 
members to correct some of those issues. I think that if this house and the other place do not take control of this 
situation and introduce some sort of measure that creates some independence associated with the resourcing that 
is provided to not only government members of Parliament, but also the opposition and minor parties, that will 
have a negative impact on democracy in this state. I urge members who have a similar view to me not to bother 
writing letters to Mr Conran because I am sure he has a bin under his desk labelled “For Letters from Members 
of Parliament” and that is generally where they get filed and noted. I suggest that like-minded people in this 
house get together and decide that enough is enough. We need to deal with these issues to protect the sovereignty 
of this place and to make sure that democracy in this state remains strong. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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